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Best of the Best
By Weston
Food is one of the most important parts of everyday human life. Without it we would not have the energy we so badly need to live and would surely die, but food is much more than just a little necessity to live for me. Food is a delightful experience that I enjoy very much .Some food I fancy more than others, but for the most part, I like just about everything. However, there is one type of food that trumps everything else on my own personal food scale of goodness. Nothing else even remotely compares when it comes to the taste to price comparison in this category of food. This category includes most popular dishes such as pork fried rice, mandarin chicken, and beef and broccoli. Totally deep fried and basked in love sauce. Have you guessed it yet? Yes! It’s Chinese food!
Chinese has been my favorite type of food ever since back when I was a little kid, just knee high to a mighty grasshopper. Have I mentioned how delicious it is? Well if I didn’t, it’s frigging delectable! I still remember my first experience with Chinese restaurants, and for good reason! If my memory is correct, we were at the Hong Kong Chinese Grill in Nampa, we being me and my family out for my mother’s birthday dinner. We had already ordered previously and the waitress was just setting our food on to the table for us.  My sister, apparently her stomach calling a little more than her manners, reached for some of the food before the waitress had finished setting it on the table, and ended up bumping the tray out of the waitress’s hand spewing delicious pork fried rice, scrumptious mandarin chicken, and delectable vegetable lo mien all over the table, getting it all over our clothes, seats, and floor. Oh gee the look on the waitress’s face was priceless, and of course on came the apologies, “I am so sorry! Let me get that for you! Oh I will get you some new food right out! I’m SO sorry!” All this happened even though it was my sister’s fault, and boy she did get in trouble for it! So we salvaged what food we could that didn’t spill and ordered some more to make up for what did, and we continued on having a great old time eating. The food was delicious as it always is at Hong Kong, which I’d have to say is my favorite Chinese restaurant of all time. Their food is just beyond almost all of its competitors. My favorite dish by them, mandarin chicken is SO SO amazing. Fried golden chicken dipped in the Hong Kong Mandarin sauce. Ahhh! It’s to die for! And the rice, did I mention the rice? It is so tasty! I love it. And it has never been bad. Some restaurants you go to are off and on good, but not this one. The HK is consistently delicious ten times out of ten. Trust me; I would know because I have been there a lot. If there was any food I could have every day it would definitely be Chinese. 

There are only two downfall of this restaurant restaurant. One being is this restaurant’s semi-long wait for food, because it is often packed to the max with customers, and two being that delicious food calls for a heavy pocketbook. But hey! Haven’t you ever heard the saying, “money makes for some good quality”? But really, for the quality of the food, judging by the number of customers it gets in and out of that place, it is obviously not too expensive. I have never been in there when almost every table wasn’t taken up.   

One other thing that is unique to the Hong Kong restaurant in Nampa is its hidden party sized Mongolian barbeque nestled into the restaurant. Say one night you’re feeling a little Mongolian, so instead of driving 20 miles to the nearest Mongolian barbeque, you can just slip into Hong Kong, order up a mighty Kong bowl, and get your fill. It is very convenient and even decent quality although it is not a full Mongolian grill. The reason I don’t give it a great comparison to a regular grill is because it is a much smaller operation. It has a smaller variety of ingredients, including few vegetables and sauces. Because of this the bowl can not be flavored as well as routine. However, this smaller cookery has its pros too. The bowls are bigger, meaning tons more food mashed into a tiny little bowl for the buck, and the queue line is much much shorter. So if you’re looking for convenience, hit this place up. So if you want Mongolian authentic quality, go to an actual Mongolian Barbeque. 

One final thing about Chinese restaurants that is really cool is fortune cookies. For the few of you who might not know, Fortune cookies are a small baked pastry given to you when you finish eating a Chinese restaurant that will tell your fortune. These fortunes usually contain little comical bits of goodness, a few example fortunes include: “The world may be your oyster, but it doesn't mean you'll get a pearl,” “He who throws dirt is losing ground,”and “A closed mouth gathers no feet!” Or, my favorite one that is just a joke, it says, “Help! I am being held prisoner in a Chinese restaurant!” This is a very funny thought when imagined. Just take a moment here and try it… Anyways… back to the cookies. Some people, referred to as Chinese mystics, collect and save their fortunes with the idea that they will come true or bring luck.  

 Alright, now I know you will probably want to read this again in and hour or so, but for now I must wrap this eggroll up. If ever you are in town and you are craving some Chinese, definitely stop in at the Hong Kong Grill! They will treat you right!
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