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Trapped In Despair

by Anonymous
Write a brief paragraph that describes how your play makes use of 2009’s theme “Corner, Cornered, and Corners”. 

This play fits the theme corner, cornered, and corners because of Kayla’s life situation. Growing up she hopped for happiness all the time but it never came, just grief and a poor life. One day she meets Chad, her first boyfriend, so star struck she falls for him and is convinced he is the key out of her sorry life. But with Chad she is cornered because she is blind to how bad he is and is trapped with him. Spinning in this circle of confusion and sadness covered by false bliss she is truly cornered.

SETTING

In one of the apartment buildings of New York City and a dancing club nearby. In the apartment there will be a fridge and sort of a kitchen on the left side and on the right the living room with broken down furniture.

CHARACTERS

Kayla: As a young woman she was raised in the ‘bad side of town’ with the not so happy family. She grows up meanwhile frantically searching for some chance at happiness and a ticket out of her childhood house. One day she meets a man named Chad and lo and behold she thinks she has fallen in love and this is her chance for happiness. But months into the relationship problems develop.

Chad: He dropped out of school early to start working and support his family. Also he has had some trouble with some trust issues in the past so a combination of these two things and being raised in New York has made him one rough man.  

Vanessa: Kayla’s best friend that always likes to have fun and a good time. And whenever Kayla has a problem she is there for her no matter what. And the same goes for all her friends.

TIME:  A few years ago in the summer.

It all starts in their apartment building near central New York City.  

Chad: I want some damn sausage!

Kayla: Sorry but we ate all the sausage last week…

Chad: God damn it woman! How many times do I have to tell ya! If you see the sausage getting low you buy some more! That goes for everything else to. You see low milk then you walk your ass down to the store and buy some more! A child could figure it out!

(Raises fist)

Chad: Don’t make me beat you!

Kayla: I’m sorry! I’m sorry! I’ll go get the sausage!

Chad: Well it’s too late now! I’m going to work, I’ll be back later. There had better be some damn sausage.

(Later that day, someone is knocking at the door)

Kayla: Who is it?

Vanessa: Hey Kayla it’s Vanessa!

(Opens door)

Kayla: Hey girl! How have you been?

Vanessa: I’ve been awesome as usual, and how about your fine self?

Kayla: Oh… It’s been, pretty well.

(Shuts door)

Vanessa: Ah, really? Well what’s wrong?

Kayla: Oh well you know same old stuff different day. Oh! I got a new necklace last week would you like to see it? 

Vanessa: Hell yes!

(Pulls necklace out of the nightstand)

Vanessa: Oh wow! That’s beautiful! Where did you get it?

Kayla: Oh Chad gave it to me, he’s so romantic!

Vanessa: So, how are you and Chad going?

Kayla: We’re doing… pretty well you know just like any couple are five months in.

Vanessa: Sounds like something’s up, what is it?

Kayla: Well I guess I’ve been forgetful and really child-like lately…

Vanessa: What makes you say that?

Kayla: well lately I’ve been missing every little thing. Like even this morning I just forgot the sausage and I felt like a fool. And all I had to do was go to the store and get some more but I just didn’t.

Vanessa: Damn girl it’s just sausage! Why are you so worked up about it? Just have something else for breakfast…

Kayla: Well it’s not me, I mean, Chad just does so much and I don’t do just one little thing…

Vanessa: Are you serious? Well It shouldn’t be such a big deal that’s what I think.

Kayla: Yeah…

Vanessa: You know what else I think? I think you need to get out of this dark little apartment. How about you go clubbing tonight with me? Come on it will be f-

Kayla: I don’t know Chad might not like it so much… 

Vanessa: Look I’ll tell you what. If he says anything at all about it just tell him it was all my idea and he can just talk to me about it?

Kayla: Oh alright then, I’m in. So what should I wear?

Vanessa: Oh girl, I got something special for you!

(later in the club. There are strobe lights flashing and colorful lights going off to the sound of hip dance music. And there are many people on the dance floor dancing.)

Vanessa: Hey Kayla would you like to meet some of my girls from work?

Kayla: Sure I would love to!

Vanessa: Alright here they are. Susan.

Susan: Hi.

Vanessa: Carol.

Carol: Hello there!

Vanessa: And last but not least my good friend Tammy!

Tammy: Hey girl how’s it going?

Kayla: Pretty good and you?

Tammy: Fantastic as always!

Kayla: Hey I have to go use the little girl’s room. Could you tell me where it’s at?

Vanessa: Oh, it’s to the left of the bar over there.

(points)

Kayla: Sweet thanks I will be right back.

Vanessa: Hey Tammy could I ask you something?

Tammy: Anything, ask away.

Vanessa: Well you see my friend Kayla is dating this man that I don’t really like. I mean I think she could do a lot better then him. I just don’t see what she sees in him. So what I want to ask is, what should I do?

Tammy: What I would do is talk to her about, I mean, just talk to her like she is your friend and you want to know more and see where you go from there. Maybe hint towards it a few times at the beginning. 

Vanessa: Alright I’ll try that.

(later in the club) 

Kayla: Hey so I might have to be home soon.

Vanessa: Why would you? It’s only eight thirty.

Kayla: Yea I know but he gets home around this time and I have to make dinner for him or else he gets grumpy.

Vanessa: Does he get pissed a lot?

Kayla: Well I don’t really know… I don’t think so, not that bad.

Vanessa: But he won’t allow you at least one free night?

Kayla: Well its sort of my job to cook dinner.

Vanessa: It ain’t your job to cook noting! If he wants to eat dinner why can’t he just make it for himself this once?

Kayla: Well he might get mad and I just don’t want him to be mad at me. Besides I enjoy cooking for him. 

Vanessa: Are you sure?

Kayla: Yes I wouldn’t mind going home, I mean, we’ve already had a great time anyways…

Vanessa: Alright I’ll take you home.

(outside the door of the apartment)

Vanessa: Hey if you ever need anything you know how to find me.

Kayla: Alright I will.

(shuts the door and turns around and sees Chad sitting at the table)

Chad: What happened to dinner?

Kayla: Have you just been sitting there the whole time?

Chad: I go to work all day so you can have nice things and what do I come home to? A damn empty house with nothing for dinner! So meanwhile I’m starving and you’re out being a whore just to insult me!

Kayla: Well if you were that hungry then why didn’t you just make yourself dinner?

Chad: Because I shouldn’t have to! And if you give me any more lip you will be hearing from the back of my hand woman!

Kayla: I’m sorry…

Chad: Who were you with?

Kayla: Vanessa and her friends. Why?

Chad: Because it’s my right to know! Where did you go?

Kayla: We went to a club to go dancing.

Chad: Were there men there?

Kayla: Yes there was.

(stares at her for a moment with anger then strikes her)

Chad: How dare you! First you cheat on me then you spit in my face about it!

(Kayla starts crying)

Chad: I don’t like this Vanessa woman and her friends either. They’re a really bad influence on you. I want you to stay away from them!

Kayla: But-

Chad: I don’t want to hear it!

(Hits her)

Chad: No more clubs ever again or-

(Knocking at the door)

Chad: well are you going to go get it!? don’t just stand there move!

(opens door, its Vanessa)

Vanessa: What’s wrong!?

Kayla: Why are you here? 

Vanessa: You left your necklace in my car I came back to return it. What’s the matter with you?!

Kayla: This is a bad time.

Vanessa: What? Is it-

Chad: Who the hell is it woman?!

Kayla: It’s just a person lost asking for directions.

(Vanessa whispering)

Vanessa: Leave with me now.

Kayla: I can’t.

Vanessa: Why not?!

Kayla: I just can’t!

Chad: You lied!

Kayla: I’m sorry! She was just giving my necklace back I swear!

Chad: Go to the living room! And you Vanessa, get lost before I make you!

Vanessa: You’re an asshole! She is leaving with me!

Chad: Shut up!

(shoves her out the door and locks it)

Chad: You are completely out of control! If you want me to stay with you then your going to have to stop all of this nonsense.

Chad: You want to know what I found today?

Kayla: Wh-

Chad: Don’t interrupt me! 

(short pause)

Chad: I found a damn bent spoon in there! What the hell were you doing to bend one of my spoons!? And why would you put it back!? All this time I slave for you so you can have everything and this is how you treat me!? This is bullshit! All I wanted to do is eat some damn soup because you were out being a whore! And where is the damn sausage!?

Kayla: I’m sorry! I forgot about it! There will be some in the morning I swear!

Chad: Some times I just don’t think I can go on… why do you do these things to me!?

Kayla: I’m sorry! I’m so sorry! Ill stop! Just don’t leave me!

Chad: Alright but I’m giving you a second chance. Don’t mess it up!

Kayla: I swear on my life I won’t! 

Chad: So when’s dinner?
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