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Turning Corners
A play by Ann Doolittle
Write a brief paragraph that describes how your play makes use of 2009’s theme “Corner, Cornered, and Corners”. 


In my play Turning Corners, it uses the 2009’s theme of “Corner, Cornered, and Corners, because it’s about a girl that breaks up with her boyfriend, and is talking to a friend on the phone about it, in a corner of a building, and her ex-boyfriend and his friend walk up and now she is cornered and cannot get away. After being taken she wakes up in an old building and to save her life she has to use what she knows to turn the corners. 
SETTING

It’s a warn mid-morning day, Ashley is walking down a sidewalk and turns into a dark alley, by the Country Farmers Market, where there are crates and boxes scattered by the dumpster. Then she is knocked out, and taken to an old abandoned farm house. The picture of the market is turned around and is now the out line of the house. A box is used   as a table and two chairs, and a small mattress is brought in for a bed.   

CHARACTERS

Ashley is an average size 18 year old girl with straight, waist length, amber colored hair and green eyes. She broke up with boy friend, Kevin, and is to the witchcraft style of life. She has to learn to cut several corners to save her life.

Toby is a short but strong guy of the age 18, with short black hair and blue eyes. He helps his best-friend kidnap Ashley.
Kevin is a tall, strong guy at the age of 19, with dark red hair and piercing black eyes. He kidnaps ex girlfriend, Ashley, to convince her to marry him or die.  

TIME:  It starts on a warm mid-morning day on the fourth of June, year 2009. Then quickly turns in to a hot, deceitful day.

SCENE ONE
Ashley enters stage from left, she is talking on a cell. Walks up to the picture of a market, stands in corner of building next to a dumpster as if in an alley. Stage lights dim but stay lit where she stands. 

         (Ashley talks on cell but only to herself)
ASHLEY: Yes I did, but I feel bad about it because he seemed a little mad. (Pauses as if it looks like she is talking to someone.) Yea you should have seen the look in his eyes; it gave me an eerie feeling. (Pause). Exactly. I wish I could do a spell of some kind to help him forget that we dated. (Pause). I’m actually afraid...  

     Two guys walk up to her, she backs up further into the corner. She is startled and drops phone. Kevin pulls out a knife.
KEVIN:  Hello Ashley. (He grins) 

ASHLEY: (whispers) Kevin. Wh what do you want?

KEVIN: What do you thi…?
Toby cuts him off.

  TOBY: Think he wants? You of course, I mean didn’t you know that before you dumped him the way you did, that he was going to ask you to...(Kevin hits him on back of head) Ouch!

KEVIN: Shut up you idiot. (Turns to face Ashley). As Toby here was saying, I was gonna ask you an important question. 

ASHLEY: What?

Kevin walks up to her, so close they are touching. She looks away; he grabs her chin and looks in her eyes.

KEVIN: Marry me.
ASHLEY: What?

KEVIN: You heard me. I said marry me.

ASHLEY: No.

KEVIN: Why? 

ASHLEY: Because you are a controlling, sick jerk.

KEVIN: Come again.

 ASHLEY: I said no because you are a…

Kevin kisses her on the lips. Ashley pushes him away and slaps him across the face. As she shoves past him, Toby blocks her way. Kevin grabs her wrist spins her around to face him.
KEVIN: I love it when you’re mad, but you’re starting to tick me off.
He tries to kiss her again but she scratches him and spits in his face. Kevin slaps her and she falls to the ground unconscious.

TOBY: Nice dude. Now what?

KEVIN: We take her with us.

Kevin picks her up and carries her off the stage at the right. Toby follows.

SCENE TWO

Lights dim and the set is changed. Lights come back up. The two guys are sitting on boxes for chairs and Ashley is lying on an air mattress for a bed. Her hands and feet are tied.

TOBY: I think you hit her too hard. How long you reckon she’ll be out?

KEVIN: Not long. Why do you care? (He pauses and looks at her lying on the bed) I feel really bad about having to hit her, but I had no chouse. Did you take her ring?

(Toby does not reply because Ashley wakes up)

ASHLEY: Where am I? Kevin why are you doing this?

KEVIN: Because I love you, and I want you with me.
ASHLEY: But you know that I care for you, but I do not love you the way that you claim to love me.

KEVIN: You broke my heart when you left me. Why did you walk away from me and our life in Las Cruses?
ASHLEY: I thought that I loved you then when we met in Las Cruses, but I was not in love, and things change Kevin. When I moved back to my dads’, I had to leave you behind. I’m sorry.
KEVIN: But you broke my heart!

ASHLEY: I didn’t want to hurt you. (She panics and searches her head for something to say as Kevin come toward her with his knife in his hand.) I can make the pain go away, you’ll never fill hurt or love for me again, and that way we can go our own way and live out our lives.

KEVIN: NO! STOP! I don’t want to hear anything like that come out of your mouth. I know what you are. You’re a witch and I don’t want you to put a spell on me.

ASHLEY: Kevin please just let me go. No girl is worth the trouble to do this to if she does not feel the same way that you do.

KEVIN: SHUT UP!

ASHLEY: Why? What do you plan to do if I don’t do as you ask?

KEVIN: I… I don’t know. I was going to kill you if you said no, but I don’t want to. I love you Ashley.
ASHLEY: I know that you do, and that wouldn’t hurt me. You’re a good human inside, not the monster that you are right now.

Kevin slaps her and she rolls of the bed.

KEVIN: Monster? You think that I’m a monster? I wouldn’t have to be this way if you had only stayed with me and have said yes to marriage. But it’s your fault not mine! If it weren’t for you…

ASHLY: No, but it is your fault, you chose to the things that you have done. I didn’t make you do anything so it’s not my fault. Thank about it Kevin, you don’t want to do this.

KEVIN: STOP! I hate you! You hurt me and now you’re trying to mess with my mind.

ASHLEY: I’m not doing anything.

KEVIN: That’s enough! (He pulls her off the floor and shoves her against the wall, knife at her throat) I’ll do it I swear I will. Please don’t make me do it! I love you, but I hate you for leaving me.
TOBY: Kevin come on man don’t be stupid, she’s not worth it.

KEVIN: Shut up Toby.

ASHLEY: He’s right Kevin and you know he is. Listen to your heart, Kevin - I’m - not worth - it.

KEVIN: You are worth everything Ashley. Don’t you understand that? You are worth going to jail for and you are even worth dying for. I don’t want to kill you but if you don’t marry me and force my hand, to kill you, I will and don’t think I won’t do it.
ASHLEY: But Kevin

KEVIN: SHUT UP ASHLEY! If I can’t have you NO ONE CAN!
BLACK OUT
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